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him to take on the powers that be and
propose solutions to make disabled
residents safer each time they parked
their car and entered the building.
Even though agreeing on and imple-
menting a solution proved to be dif-
ficult, Mr. Chittenden still refused to
give up.

Five months after he began his fight
to improve access for disabled resi-
dents, Les’ beloved wife Mary passed
away. Mr. President, I want to send my
condolences to Mr. Chittenden and his
family during this difficult time.

But, Mr. President, I also want to
send my congratulations and my admi-
ration. Shortly after his wife’s passing,
Mr. Chittenden returned home one
weekend to find that his hard work
paid off at last—a new handicapped
ramp and several new handicapped
parking spaces were added to the build-
ing as a result of his persistent efforts.

I want to share this story with my
colleagues today because I think it’s
important that we honor the meaning-
ful contributions of Americans like Les
Chittenden. Mr. Chittenden is a won-
derful example of how one person can
make a valuable difference in our com-
munities. Mr. Chittenden’s story is an
inspiration to us all.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO ROY SMITH

∑ Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to bring to the attention of
Senators the retirement of Roy Smith,
the Deputy District Engineer for Pro-
grams and Project Management for the
Vicksburg District of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

Mr. Smith has held several positions
in the Vicksburg District, including
serving as Chief of the Hydrology Sec-
tion, Chief of the Hydrology Branch,
and Chief of the Engineering Division.

He has served as Deputy District Engi-
neer since 1989.

During his tenure, Mr. Smith has
been of tremendous assistance to me,
my staff, and the people of Mississippi.
He has also been recognized within the
Corps; receiving the Meritorious Civil-
ian Service award and the Command-
er’s Award for Civilian Service.

In November, the Delta Council of
Mississippi passed a resolution honor-
ing Mr. Smith on the occasion of his
retirement which summarizes the con-
tributions that Roy has made to our
State of Mississippi with these words,
‘‘There has been no individual who has
offered a greater contribution to the
future of flood protection in the Mis-
sissippi Delta during the past quarter
of a century than Roy Smith.’’

I know the Senate joins me in thank-
ing Roy for his years of distinguished
service and in offering our best wishes
for his retirement.∑
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